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While marine aquaculture has experienced a significant increase over the last decade, 
freshwater production has declined. And as land-locked countries do not have access to the 
sea, they cannot benefit from the improvements marine culture followed. But one of the 
possible strategies to enhance inland production could be the diversification of the selected 
species, trying to aim for high value species, which would make bigger investment possible 
with an increased production as outcome.  
Being at the origin of a famous traditional Flemish dish, as well as being highly 
appreciated for its quality meat in Poland, there is no doubt on the culinary attraction of the 
burbot (Lota lota) as even its eggs and liver are found a delicacy in respectively Finland and 
Austria. The current status on the aquaculture production of burbot shows a limited 
production based on pond culture with little guidelines known regarding the culture methods. 
But the potential fast growth of this cold-water species and its market value makes the burbot 
an interesting candidate for inland aquaculture (Zarski et al., 2009). For this reason, current 
research at the AQUA-ERF, launched by the Flemish University College KaHo Sint-Lieven 
in the context of the European Interreg project “AQUAVLAN“, is focused on the 
development of the optimal culture methods of the burbot. 
Although at the beginning research was centered on the burbot grow out in 
recirculation systems, the uncertainty on the availability of weaned fingerlings has pushed 
Aqua-ERF to run experiments concerning larviculture of which the results are presented in 
this poster.  
As a preliminary trial had shown indication of a positive weaning result, a new trial 
was set up comparing a co-feeding versus a non-co-feeding protocol. After a one month 
weaning period, equal survival rate, rate of cannibalism and SGR were found for both 
protocols, but a bigger size variation between the larvae of the co-feeding strategy was 
noticed. Because of the more uniform batch and the higher fraction of larger fry found for the 
non-co-feeding protocol, the latter would be preferred in practical fingerling production. 
Allthemore the application of direct feeding (non-co-feeding) would be recommended in 
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